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Die Nervenkrankheiten des Pferdes, von Hermann Dexter. Franz 
Deuticke, Leipzig und Wien, 1899. pp. 277. 
This interesting and very original book discusses the subject under 
four heads — diseases of peripheral nerves, of the spinal cord, of the 
brain in its different parts, and neuroses. 

Studies from the Psychological Laboratory, Directed by James R. 

Angem,. University of Chicago Contributions to Philosophy, 

Chicago, 1899. Vol II, No. 2, pp. 615. 
This interesting pamphlet contains the following studies : one on 
overestimation of vertical as compared with horizontal lines ; a study 
in habit ; the relations between certain organic processes and conscious- 
ness ; habit and attention ; modifications of the relations of dermal 
and optical space ; the intensity of light as affecting visual estimates 
in depth ; the most important paper being the third. 

The Psychology of Reasoning, par Alfred Binet. Open Court Publish- 
ing Co., Chicago, 1899. pp. 191. 
This work is based on experimental researches in hypnotism. After 
defining perceptions and images, the author describes reasoning in 
perception and the mechanism of reasoning, and insists that the two 
are at root the same. Reasoning is a kind of supplementary sense, 
the single type of all intellectual operations and is an organization of 
images. 

University of Iowa Studies in Psychology, Edited by G. T. W. Patrick. 
1899, Vol. II, pp. 163. 
To this interesting volume Professor Patrick himself contributes 
articles on The Analysis of the Taste Perception and Some Peculiari- 
ties of the Secondary Personality, while Dr. Seashore determines 
various psychological statistics and describes new apparatus. 

La Prostitution Clandestine a Paris. Par le Docteur O. Commbnge, 

meMecin en chef du Dispensaire de Salubrity de la Prefecture de 

Police. Paris, Libraire C. Reinwald, Schleicher Freres, Editeurs, 

1897. Vol. XI, pp. 567. 

This is a solid and authoritative book, written by one who has had 

unusual facilities for the study of its subject, and who has spared no 

pains to attain to acurate results. M. Commenge began collecting the 

material for his work in 1887 ; and we may truly say that he has done 

for "private " prostitution what his predecessor, M. Parent-Duchatelet, 

did for " public." 

The chapters are entitled : the causes of prostitution in general, and 
of private prostitution in particular ; arrests, and their results ; the 
Dispensaire de Salubrity, and its special function with regard to un- 
registered prostitutes ; classification and statistics of venereal disease ; 
the Infirmerie de Saint-Lazare ; the sources of supply of unregistered 
prostitutes ; their previous occupations ; their life subsequent to medi- 
cal treatment and discharge ; registration and control. The writer 
makes a strong plea, on statistical basis, for state control and police 
registration. E. B. T. 

Contributo alio studio dell' automatistno psicologico per autosug- 

gestione del Dott. G. Antonini. Riv. Sperim.di Fren. (Reggio 

in E.), Vol. XXIV (1898), pp. 626-654. 

This interesting study, meant to throw light upon the mediumistic 

and spiritistic phenomena, which of late have almost monopolized 

the attention of certain psychologists, deals with the autosuggestive 
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psychic automatisms of T. Teresa, a young woman 28 years of age, 
whose first hysterical attack occurred in 1890, brought on probably 
by persecutory ideas,' and who wrote a number of letters in the name 
of other persons, conscious knowledge of which she seemed not to 
possess. Dr. Antonini considers the case one of great importance, 
since the phenomena are remarkably like those of the slate and other 
writers among the so-called "mediums." The autosuggestion in 
both cases is much the same and to the persecutory delirium of Teresa 
may correspond the "faith" of the mediums, both giving a certain 
logic to their productions. Alex. F. Chamberlain. 

L' Isterismo injantile. Studio critico e contributo clinico del Dott. 
Aurelio Lui. Ibid., pp. 745-771. 
In this article Dr. Lui gives an excellent risume of the most recent 
discussions of infantile hysteria, besides two observations of his own 
and bibliography of over 50 titles. The frequency of hysteria seems 
to be greatest between the eighth year and puberty ; girls suffer some- 
what more than boys, but in the early years the difference may be very 
small, the sexes being as yet not so markedly divergent ; heredity and 
errors in the education of the child are important factors ; onanism 
has rather a predisposing than a causal value ; bad nutrition and its 
train, infectious diseases, imitation, etc., play their significant rdle. 
Noteworthy is the enormous psychic hyperesthesia and excessive im- 
pressionability and irritability of character in hysterical children, and 
their tendencies towards precocious development. One must be careful, 
however, to distinguish the simply nervous from the hysterical and 
by watching the development of the psychic habits of the child detect 
the outburst of real hysteria. While suggestion in the waking state 
is universally commended, much difference of opinion exists as to 
hypnotic suggestion as a therapeutic in infantile hysteria, Dr. Lui 
holding, with Joffroy, that the latter should only be used in the gravest 
cases, if at all. Alex. F. Chamberlain. 

SulV Influenza dell' insonnio sperimentale sul ricambio materiale. 

Ricerche del Dott. Giulio Tarozzi. Riv. di Patol. Nerv. e Ment. 

(Firenze.) Vol. IV (1899), pp. 1-23. 
Detailed account, with many tables of experiments concerning the 
effects of insomnia upon the organic metabolism of adult dogs. The 
general conclusion is that " there exist special mechanisms, regulative 
of the metabolisms, and when the function of these is once interrupted, 
'organic failure' rapidly supervenes, followed by death," — in the 
cases under consideration death occured at from one to 4 days. It 
would appear that under these abnormal conditions the elimination 
of N is sensibly increased only at a very advanced period of the ex- 
periment — the augment continuing till death; the H 2 S0 4 and the 
P 2 5 present no constant characteristic modifications, while the CI 
diminishes constantly in the last days before death. 

Alex. F. Chamberlain. 

Ricerche sperimentali sull' origine di alcuni errori della memoria 
del Dott. Jacopo Finzi. Ibid., pp. 101-110. 
The conclusion arrived at by the author, whose researches are to 
appear in Kraepelin's Arbeiten, is that "the errors of memory are, 
within certain limits, a normal phenomenon in the process of the fix- 
ation of recollection," — the principal source of error being in the ac- 
tion of the impressions previously fixed. 

Alex. F. Chamberlain. 



